U. S. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
BUREAU OF MINES
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20241

James G. Watt, Secretary

For information call F. D. Cooper Iron and Steel Scrap, Monthly
Telephone: 202-634-1022

IRON AND STEEL SCRAP IN APRIL 1981

Returns from 63% of reporting consumers representing 89% of total scrap con-
sumption, indicated that consumption of iron and steel scrap on a daily average
basis was .4Z above that in March, according to the Bureau of Mines, U.S.
Department of the Interior. Compared with March 1981 data, daily average produc-
tion was down .5%; net receipts were down 3%; and stocks at the end of the month
were down .1%.

Exports of ferrous scrap during the month were 577 above those for March
1981. The Republic of Korea was the principal country of destination, accounting
for 28% of the total exports in April 1981, followed by Japan with 237 and Mexico
with 11%.

The American Metal Market composite price for No. 1 heavy melting steel
scrap for March 1981 was $104.77 a long ton, down 0.3% from the price of $105.12
a long ton for April 1981.

Compared to the previous month on a daily average basis pig iron production
was down 3% and consumption was down 2%. Stocks of pig iron at monthend were down
3% compared with those at the end of March 1981.

Note: Preliminary annual statistics for iron and steel scrap and pig iromn
in 1980 are given in tables 12 through 17 of this release.

Prepared in the Section of Ferrous Metals, July 6, 1981.
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FOREIGN TRADE

Exports of iron and steel scrap totaled 693,679 short tons in April compared
with 441,927 tons in March. Exports of pig iron during April totaled 1,934 tons
and 2,187 tons in March. Imports of scrap totaled 52,424 short tons in April
compared with 54,306 tons in March. Of the scrap imported during April, 48,780
short tons came from Canada and 3,644 tons from other sources. Imports of pig
iron totaled 37,436 short tons in April and 6,268 tons in March. In addition to
the foregoing imports of pig iron during April, there were 2,247 touns of sponge
iron, valued at $459,911 imported, of which 1,040 tons came from Canada and
1,206 tons from Sweden.

Table 10.--U.S. exports of iron and steel scrap, 1/ by country

April 1981 Year to date
Country

Short tons Value Short touns Value
Canad 57,266 $4,049,423 260,031 $18,240,894
Germany, Federal Rep. of~-—--- 70 74,581 1,515 507,840
Greece 25,417 2,421,195 143,859 14,878,323
Italy - - 12,662 1,090,395
Japan 158,392 14,452,731 503,227 54,029,037
Korea, Republic of-——————————- 191,651 18,064,040 492,290 48,548,937
Mexico 78,848 9,797,338 359,314 41,923,365
Spain-=——————m—e e 18,066 1,022,016 90,263 9,967,395
Taiwan - 65,012 8,823,794 181,925 27,385,575
Thailand 247 51,505 3,982 661,667
Turkey —_ - 93,330 8,714,155
United Kingdom—=—=—-—-==—---—= 16 1,598 586 263,963
Other countries————-————=——c———-- 98,694 9,768,361 261,354 28,789,381
Total - 693,679 68,526,582 2,404,338 | 255,000,927

1/ Excludes ships, boats and other vessels for breaking up (for scrapping) which

was included in 1965-1970 figures.
Source: Bureau of the Census.

Table 11.--U.S. exports of iron and steel scrap, by grade

April 1981 Year to date
Grade of scrap
Short tons Value Short tons Value
No. 1 heavy melting
steel scrap————-——---—-- 213,663 $19,989,418 667,901 $64,897,017
No. 2 heavy melting
steel scrap—-—————-------— 81,939 7,440,484 231,755 21,244,620
No. 1 bundles 10,965 1,116,419 18,554 1,780,049
No. 2 bundles 25,712 2,023,676 107,980 8,108,170
Borings, shovelings and
turnings——-=—=—=——————- 63,803 3,792,168 140,778 7,979,198
Stainless steel-——=—c———- 2,813 1,713,132 29,351 13,677,602
Shredded steel scrap—-—--- 151,473 15,014,576 696,038 71,970,705
Iron scrap (excluding
borings and shovelings) 56,084 5,163,770 192,269 19,862,818
All other steel scrapl/-—- 87,227 12,272,939 319,712 45,480,748
Total-——————————————— 693,679 68,526,582 2,404,338 255,000,927
Ships, boats, and other
vessels for breaking
up (for scrapping)-———-- 1,233 156,842 16,360 1,339,643
Total——-——-———————==~ 694,912 68,683,424 2,420,698 256,340,570

1/ Includes tinplate and terneplate.

Source: Bureau of the Census. 11
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