MINEBRAL INPYUSTRY SURVEYS

U. S. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
BUREAU OF MINES
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20241

Cecil D. Andrus, Secretary Lindsay D. Norman, Acting Director

For information call K. W. Palmer Iron and Steel Scrap, Monthly
Telephone: 202-634~1029

IRON AND STEEL SCRAP IN MARCH 1980

Returns from 67% of reporting consumers representing 887 of total scrap con-
sumption, indicated that consumption of iron and steel scrap in March on a daily
average basis was 17 above that 1in February, according to the Bureau of Mines, U.S.
Department of the Interior. Compared with February data, daily average production
and net receipts were up 1% and 2% respectively, and stocks at the end of the month
were down 37%.

Exports of ferrous scrap during the month were 177 above those for February 1980
and 34% above those for March 1979. Japan was the principal country of destina-
tion, accounting for 36% of the total exported in March 1980, followed by Mexico
and Spain both with 11%.

The Iron Age composite price for No. 1 heavy melting steel scrap (Chicago,
Pittsburgh, and Philadelphia) at the end of March was $97.50 per long ton, down
13% from the price of $112.50 at the end of March 1979.

Pig iron production and consumption on a daily average basis during the month
were up 37 from those of the previous month. Stocks of pig iron were up 2% during
March compared with those at the end of February 1980.

Prepared in the Section of Ferrous Metals, May 28, 1980.
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FOREIGN TRADE

Exports of iron and steel scrap totaled 1,162,822 short tons in March
Exports of pig irom during March

compared with 992,324 tons in February.
totaled 856 tons and 864 tons in February.
short tons in March compared with 70,000 tons in Febraury.

Imports of scrap totaled 70,083
Of the scrap

imported during March 62,979 short tons came from Canada and 7,104 tons from
other sources. Imports of pig iron totaled 70,952 short tons in March and

27,166 tons in February.

In addition to the foregoing imports of pig iron

during March, there was 1,606 tons of sponge irom, including metal powder
valued at $233,961 imported, of which 1,583 tons came from Canada, and 23 tons

from other countries.

Table 10.--U.S. exports of iron and steel scrap, 1/ by country

March 1980 Year to date
Country
Short tons Value Short tons Value

Canad 83,178  $6,268,349 241,605 $19,502,221
Germany, Federal Rep. of-- 103 84,221 28,890 3,081,143
Greece: 11,191 1,350,694 132,129 14,802,796
Italy 96,388 11,512,863 536,896 61,199,122
Japan 421,724 49,448,141 927,067 107,367,739
Korea, Republic of--~——une 121,720 13,935,782 341,770 42,652,583
Mexico 130,455 15,744,065 294,973 34,606,181
Spain 128,101 14,493,102 341,286 37,440,218
Taiwan 76,795 10,097,329 257,207 31,189,888
Thailand——--me~=—cceeemua - - 9,921 1,576,747
Turkey 38,124 4,326,335 68,864 7,497,882
United Kingdom—~-—-~ 313 78,996 964 191,446
Other countries 2/ 54,730 8,041,367 112,637 16,591,804

Totalwm=~———am—————— 1,162,822 135,381,244 3,294,209 377,699,770

1/ Excludes ships, boats and other vessels for breaking up (for scraping)
which was included in 1965-1970 figures.
2/ Argentina, Pakistan, and Sweden are included in "Other countries”.

Source: Bureau of the Census.

Table 11.--U.S. exports of iron and steel scrap, by grade

March 1980 Year to date
Grade of scrap
Short tons Value Short tons Value
No. 1 heavy melting
steel scrap-—--—-—~=————- 391,744 $44,324,061 972,553  $108,225,312
No. 2 heavy melting
steel scrap---—--—=——-v- 135,428 14,393,400 353,007 35,732,010
No. 1 bundleg--- 8,713 887,899 36,615 3,813,451
No. 2 bundleg—-=~=——meeux 30,346 2,970,277 83,313 7,389,176
Borings, shovelings and
turningg----- — - 30,715 1,950,288 123,485 7,146,576
Stainless steel-—————-— 7,315 4,874,209 25,656 17,143,397
Shredded steel scrap———- 326,872 38,004,874 1,054,379 116,816,337
Iron scrap (excluding
borings and shovelings)- 97,354 8,905,871 194,935 18,407,629
All other steel scrap 1/-- 134,335 19,070,365 450,266 63,025,882
Total-——=—————w—————— 1,162,822 135,381,244 3,294,209 377,699,770
Ships, boats, and other
vessels for breaking
up (for scrapping)—---- 33,181 3,248,618 43,483 5,251,751
Total-———r———em———ee 1,196,003 138,629,862 3,337,692 382,951,521

1/ Includes tinplate and termeplate.

Source: Bureau of the Census.
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