U. S. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
BUREAU OF MINES
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20241

Cecil D. Andrus, Secretary Lindsay D. Norman, Acting Director

For information call K. W. Palmer Iron and Steel Scrap, Monthly
Telephone: 202-634-1029

IRON AND STEEL SCRAP IN APRIL 1979

Returns from 727 of reporting consumers representing 93% of total scrap consump-
tion, indicated that consumption of iron and steel scrap in April on a daily average
basis was 2% below that in March, according to the Bureau of Mines, U.S. Department
of the Interior. Compared with March data, dally average production and net receipts
were both down 2% and stocks at the end of the month were up 2%.

Exports of ferrous scrap during the month were 26% below those for March 1979
and 22% above those for April 1978. Japan was the principal country of destination,
accounting for 27%Z of the total exported inm April 1979, followed by Spain and the
Republic of Korea, with 16% and 152, respectively.

The Iron Age composite price for No. 1 heavy melting scrap (Chicago, Pittsburgh,
and Philadelphia) at the end of April was $93.17 per long ton, up 23% from the price
of $75.50 at the end of April 1978.

Pig iron production and consumption on a daily average basis during the month
were both down 1% from those of the previous month. Stocks of pig iron were down
8% during April compared with those at the end of March 1979.

Prepared in the Division of Ferrous Metals, June 28, 1979.
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FOREIGN TRADE

Exports of iron and steel scrap totaled 847,425 short tons in April compared with
1,145,241 tons in March. Exports of pig ironm during April totaled 20,457 tons and 1,924 tons
in March. Imports of scrap totaled 73,340 short tons in April compared with 68,465 tons in
March, Of the scrap imported during April 60,070 short tons came from Canada and 13,270 tons
from other sources. Imports of pig iron totaled 46,982 short tons in April and“38,212 tons
in March. In addition to the foregoing imports of pig iron during April, there were 77 tons
of sponge iron, valued at $55,211, imported from Canada.

Table 10. - U.S. exports of iron and steel scrap, 1/ by country

April 1979 Year to date
Country
Short tons Value Short tons Value

Canad 67,768 $4,877,919 318,783 $18,993,018
Germany, Federal Rep. of- 336 108,913 29,080 3,052,943
Greece 34,768 3,679,755 139,059 14,951,375
Indonesig——w——————ecmiaa— - - 19,317 1,932,871
Italy 53,605 5,621,766 202,842 19,762,378
Japan 225,632 26,694,735 1,496,001 150,464,375
Korea, Republic of-——e—-—v 123,813 13,415,479 467,042 47,742,876
Mexico 61,189 6,680,473 259,008 26,706,923
Singapore-————r—r—=———a== 51 4,558 70 9,998
Spai 138,425 14,145,577 400,268 35,831,941
Taiwa: 68,903 7,237,232 214,533 16,030,500
Turkey 21,658 2,205,806 102,886 9,205,279
United Kingdo@————==a=au= 403 95,582 4,487 591,166
Other countriegs——=——e=w-- 50,874 8,856,314 103,417 16,051,431

Totale——=r=———————— 847,425 93,624,109 3,756,793 361,327,074

;/ Excludes ships, boats, and other vessels for breaking up (for scrapping) which was included
in 1965-1970 figures.

Source: U.S. Bureau of Census.

Table 11. - U.S. exports of iron and steel scrap, by grade

April 1979 Year to date
Grade of scrap

Short tons Value Short tons Value

No. 1 heavy melting

steel scrap————=-=c=——- 247,904 $27,512,656 956,035 $94,157,587
No. 2 heavy melting

steel scrap 94,006 9,220,800 375,107 33,570,911
No. 1 bundles=—====w—u- -— 8,578 935,568 52,019 5,149,238
No. 2 bundles--——-——- 55,414 4,518,395 248,407 17,432,186
Borings, shovelings and v

turnings- ——————— - 49,502 2,745,185 182,282 10,520,633
Stainless steel-——-—-- - 10,042 5,278,451 68,054 14,116,546
Shredded steel scrap—-—- 207,988 22,751,652 995,616 101,330,536
Iron scrap (excluding

borings and shovelings) 53,510 5,883,041 200,082 19,720,619
All other steel scrap 1l/- 120,481 14,778,361 679,191 65,328,818

Total-———===—=——m=—x 847,425 93,624,109 3,756,793 361,327,074
Ships, boats, and other
vessels for breaking

up (for scrapping)-—— 12,198 852,630 43,769 2,561,193

Total-m-—mem————————— 859,623 94,476,739 3,800,562 363,388,267

1/ Includes tinplate and terneplate.

Source: U.S. Bureau of Census.
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