U. S. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
BUREAU OF MINES
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20241

Cecil D. Andrus, Secretary Roger A. Markle, Director

For information call K. W. Palmer Iron and Steel Scrap, Monthly
Telephone: 202-634-~1029

IRON AND STEEL SCRAP IN SEPTEMBER 1978

Returns from 73% of reporting consumers representing 917 of total scrap consump-
tion, indicated that consumption of iron and steel scrap in September on a daily av-
erage basis was 4% above that in August, according to the Bureau of Mines, U.S. De-
partment of Interior. Compared with August data, daily average production and net
receipts were unchanged and down 2%, respectively, and stocks at the end of the month
were down 27.

Exports of ferrous scrap during the month were 7% above those for August 1978
and 46Z above those for September 1977. Japan was the largest importer of U.S. scrap
in September 1978, taking 41% of the total exported. The next largest importers were
Italy and Spain, which received 137 and 9%, respectively.

The Iron Age composite price for No. 1 heavy melting steel scrap (Chicago, Pitts
burgh, and Philadelphia) at the end of September was $72.83 per long ton, up 267 from
the price of $57.83 at the end of September 1977.

Pig iron production and consumption on a daily average basis for the month were
up 17 and 2%, respectively, from those of the previous month. Monthend stocks of pig
iron decreased 37 compared with those at the end of August.

Prepared in the Division of Ferrous Metals, November 28, 1978.
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FOREIGN TRADE

Exports of iron and steel scrap totaled 834,347 short tons in September compared with
776,736 tons in August. Exports of pig iron during September totaled 893 tons and 6,552 tons
in August. Imports of scrap totaled 70,428 short tons in September compared with 71,209 tons
in August. Of the scrap imported during September 65,917 short tons came from Canada and 4,511
tons from other sources. Imports of pig iron totaled 87,743 short tons in September and 77,985
tons in August. In addition to the foregoing imports of pig iron during September, there were
99 tons of sponge iron, valued at $31,592 imported, all of which came from Canada.

Table 10. - U.S. exports of iron and steel scrap, 1/ by country

September 1978 Year to date
Country
Short tons Value Short tons Value

Canad. 61,125 $2,872,452 567,200 $28,737,291
Egypt - - 23,694 1,217,657
Greece: 21,989 1,723,772 276,355 20,064,075
Indonesia=—=~==r———=—r=—-- 21,404 1,516,626 44,902 3,260,037
Italy 109,257 10,200,434 478,044 39,870,646
Japan 338,507 26,216,196 2,165,846 153,823,223
Korea, Republic of-we———- 57,777 5,135,000 1,101,603 82,773,510
Mexico 35,787 3,223,820 290,062 21,598,104
Qatar 12,457 967,701 63,142 4,646,039
Singapore—————=——e——ee——— -— - 51,872 3,481,894
Spain: 71,863 5,177,050 328,549 21,483,353
Taiwar 26,488 2,542,944 280,943 28,235,109
Turkey 22,042 1,597,561 226,564 16,599,735
United Kingdom—————=——v — 50 55,433 4,229 520,987
Other countries 2/==----- 55,601 7,028,150 241,868 32,410,046

Total-————=—=—————— 834,347 68,257,139 6,144,873 458,721,706

1/ Excludes ships, boats, and other vessels for breaking up (for scrapping) which was included
in 1965-1970 figures.
2/ Argentina, Pakistan, and Sweden are included in "Other countries".

Source: U.S. Bureau of Census, adjusted by Bureau of Mines.

Table 11. - U.S. exports of iron and steel scrap, by grade

September 1978 Year to date
Grade of scrap
Short toms Value Short tons Value

No. 1 heavy melting

steel scrap~—————————— 185,983 $13,668,508 1,551,595 $108,957,391
No. 2 heavy melting

steel scrap=-—-—--——-—-——-——- 53,170 3,571,568 556,031 35,254,528
No. 1 bundles——=———=—==~ — 6,603 470,032 86,609 5,640,738
No. 2 bundles~——-————-—-—- 23,752 1,272,366 194,638 9,757,618
Borings, shovelings and

turning 40,701 1,633,960 461,450 19,559,671
Stainless steel———-—————— 16,412 6,702,705 89,755 32,883,199
Shredded steel scrap——--— 321,283 24,984,120 1,973,546 140,393,055
Iron scrap (excluding

borings and shovelings) 43,299 3,440,796 311,122 22,547,336
All other steel scrap 1/- 143,144 12,513,084 920,127 83,728,170

Total—————————————— 834,347 68,257,139 6,144,873 458,721,706

Ships, boats, and other

vessels for breaking

up (for scrapping)--—- 80 11,988 1,534 230,193

Total——~—————————— 834,427 68,269,127 6,146,407 458,951,899

1/ Includes tinplate and terneplate.

Source: U.S. Bureau of Census, adjusted by Bureau of Mines
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