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U. S. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
BUREAU OF MINES
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20241

Thomas S. Kleppe, Secretary Thomas V. Falkie, Director

For information call D. H. Desy Iron and Steel Scrap, Monthly
Telephone 202-634-1029

IRON AND STEEL SCRAP IN MARCH 1976

Returns from 787 of reporting consumers representing 917 of total scrap
consumption, indicated that consumption of iron and steel scrap in March on a daily
average basis was 9% above that in February, according to the Bureau of Mines, U.S.
Department of the Interior. Compared with February data, daily average production
and net receipts were up 8% and 147, respectively, and stocks at the end of the month
were up 3%.

Exports of ferrous scrap during the month were 117 below those for February 1976
and 267 below those for March 1975. Spain was the largest importer of U.S. scrap,
taking 277% of the total exported in March 1976. The next largest importers were
Japan and Canada, which received 23% and 177, respectively.

The Iron Age composite price for No. 1 heavy melting steel scrap (Chicago,
Pittsburgh, and Philadelphia) at the end of March was $94.83 per long ton, up 12%
from the price of $84.50 at the end of March 1975.

Pig iron production and consumption on a daily average basis during the month
were up 4% and 57, respectively, from those of the previous month, Stocks of pig
iron decreased 27 during March compared with those at the end of February 1976.

Prepared in the Division of Ferrous Metals, May 25, 1976.
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FOREIGN TRADE

Exports of iron and steel scrap totaled 570,399 short tons in March compared with
640,267 tons in February. Exports of pig iron during March totaled 4,305 tons and 3,804 tons
in February. Imports of scrap totaled 28,151 short tons in March compared with 21,798 tons
in February. Of the scrap imported during March, 28,076 short tons came from Canada and 75
tons from other sources. Imports of pig iron totaled 31,012 short tons in March and 40,861
tons in February. No sponge iron was imported in March.

Table 10. - U.S. exports of iron and steel scrap, 1/ by country

March 1976 Year to date
Country
Short tons Value Short tons Value

Canada-=~cecrmeeccccmncnccana 94,177 $4,794,932 204,333 $12,333,512
China, People's Rep. of=--== 170 1,571 51,413 4,192,618
Greecem~==c=cccaacamccncaanx 1,190 125,572 26,163 1,687,171
Italyermermemccccccemaemn——— 37,055 3,478,798 244,881 19,279,775
Japan-e=meecocmamcacmcnennen 131,654 10,367,161 265,841 20,699,818
Korea, Republic of-=mc==w-u- 32,939 2,759,334 222,372 13,627,663
Mexico===---marcacaccccaou-a 68,274 5,648,814 240,413 19,469,350
Spain-c=mmeccecocmmnmrae - 154,686 10,280,357 391,074 25,479,005
Swedene=ecmeccccnccncancanana" 1,726 674,859 6,485 2,596,854
Taiwaneeececoaccncamccanunea 9,161 1,275,475 53,39 3,919,247
Other countries------=ccec--c 39,367 4,483,120 167,264 14,891,185

Totale-ceoncmnrcenencax 570,399 43,889,993 1,873,633 138,176,198

1/ Excludes ships, boats, and other vessels for breaking up (for scrapping) which was
included in 1965-1970 figures.

Table 11, - U.S8. exports of iron and steel scrap, by grade

March 1976 Year to date
Grade of scrap
Short tons Value Short tons Value

No. 1 heavy melting

steel scrap---~=-~me-—c---- 139,061 $10,857,941 531,045 $38,476,788
No. 2 heavy melting

steel scrap--==w- ,mmemaeaa 47,369 2,968,443 183,407 11,688,288
No. 1 bundleg=cemecmeccnac=x 6,930 491,912 18,262 1,224,194
No. 2 bundlesecemcaccanmann- 85,763 5,033,832 182,317 9,774,088
Borings, shovelings and

turningg-c-cc-ccmrmman---n 64,179 3,875,443 128,041 6,650,991
Stainless steel~=--r=cw-c-ea 7,118 2,858,510 24,451 9,520,840
Shredded steel scrap----~- -— 122,990 9,339,405 528,104 36,784,842
Iron scrap (excluding

borings and shovelings)--- 35,537 2,782,556 125,328 9,299,535
All other steel scrap l/-=--- 61,452 5,681,951 152,678 14,756,632

Totalermeerecmremaa——a 570,399 43,889,993 1,873,633 138,176,198

Ships, boats, and other :

vessels for breaking

up (for scrapping) -------- 40 6,000 4,068 117,743

Total~-emecrememr—ncarnce 570,439 43,895,993 1,877,701 138,293,941

1/ Includes tinplate and terneplate.
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