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For information call F. L. Klinger Iron Ore Monthly
Telephone: 202-634-1023

IRON ORE IN AUGUST 1981

Mine production and shipments of iron ore declined 4% in August compared with
the previous month, according to the Bureau of Mines, U.S. Department of the
Interior. However, production and shipments for the first 8 months of 1981 in-
creased by 9% and 11%, respectively, compared with the same period in 1980. Mine
stocks of ore declined by 2.4 million tons during August, but stocks at consuming
plants rose by 4 million tons as imports increased and consumption was unchanged
compared with July. Consumption of iron ore during the first 8 months of 1981 was
13% more than in the comparable period of 1980, while imports were up 207 and ex-
ports increased 4%.

In Michigan, production of pellets at the Republic Mine was resumed during
the week of August 10 after being shut down since July 5. One of two pelletizing
lnes was reactivated. At the Empire Mine, production was to be reduced begin-
ning August 31; a work force reduction of 25% was expected to last through October.

Cutbacks in production of iron ore pellets were scheduled to begin in October
at the Minntac and Minorca facilities on the Mesabi Range, according to announce-
ments by United States Steel Corp.'s Minnesota Ore Operations, and Inland Steel
Mining Co. Production at Minntac was to be reduced to about 40% of plant capacity
beginning the week of (ctober 11, for an indefinite period. The Minorca facility
was scheduled to be closed from October 4 to November 11, except for maintenance
and construction work. Temporary layoffs of about 1,500 workers at Minntac and
250 workers at Minorca were expected.

Note: Selected tables of iron ore statistics, to be published in Volume I of the
1980 Minerals Yearbook, are included with this issue of Mineral Industry
Surveys.

Prepared in the Section of Ferrous Metals, October 26, 1981.
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Table 2.--U.S. mine production, shipments, and stocks of iron ore 1/
(Exclusive of ore containing 5% or more manganese)
(Thousand long tons)

!
Production i Shipments Mine stocks
: August : August August 31
{
J | r [
! 1981 1980 é 1981 1980 1981 ;1980
: :
Lake Superior: é
Michigan—---—-- 1,133 E 228 1,795 1,126 4,397 3,631
Minnesota--— | 5,022 ! 4,095 6,840 4,365 9,517 9,297
Wisconsin--—- | 75 % 46 74 45 3 3
Other U.S.---—- : 631 | 367 592 515 6,668 | 6,826
i T
Total 2/-- j 6,860 g 4,735 9,300 6,052 20,586 19,757
| |
1/ Includes byproduct ore.
2/ Data may not add to totals shown because of independent rounding.
Table 3.--U.S. exports of iron ore
(Thousand long tons)
: Total 1/
Canada Other
1981 1980
1980- e 5,652 38 - 5,691
1981:
1st Quarter 103 6 109 436
2nd Quarter 2,266 9 2,276 2,071
July 593 1 594 318
August- 679 2/ 680 728

1/ Data may not add to totals shown because of independent rounding.
2/ less than one-half unit.

Source:

U.S. Bureau of Census.



Table 4. - Canada: Shipments of iron ore
(Thousand long tons)

' I l ! ! !

' Newfound- ! : :  British 1981 1980

i land : Quebec ' Ontario ' Columbia total 1/ ! total 1/

' i i . ;
1980-—~——m—a—m ! 24,291 ' 17,235 | 7,265 : 589 - g 49,381
1981: | ; f , '_ i

1lst Quarter-! 2,124 2,707 1,371 104 ' 6,307 /6,323
2nd Quarter-! 8,132 5,942 1,377 138 : 15,590 ; 14,888
July~=-——mmm | 2,897 ' 1,969 479 12 5,356 ., 5,637
August—————— \ /N NA NA NA NA | 5,148
M i il L i i
r/ Revised.
NA Not available.
1/ Data may not add to totals shown because of independent rounding.
Source: Statistics Canada - Ministry of Industry, Trade and Commerce.
Table 5. ~ U.S., imports for consumption of iron ore, by countries
(Exclusive of ore containing 107 or more manganese)
I August 1981 J Year to date 1981 Year to
| ! date
!Thousand | Value 1/ ' Thousand | Value 1/ : 1980
' long ! (thousand long Thousand i (thousand
‘ tons ! dollars) | tons dollars | Per ton ! long tons)
: ! |
Brazil-———~———— ) 111 3,339 ! 1,424 43,730 $30.71 I 1,355
Canada——=—~———-— ! 3,002 103,593 12,458 j 459,661 ! 36.90 g 11,006
Chile————=~——=m | 23 505 237 . 4,268! 18.01 | 271
Liberia-——~~——- 330 ‘ 4,983 1,907 31,391 16.46 811
Pery—-———==-——- - - 46 1,450 | 31.52 | 129
Sweden--——-——— 45 | 1,257 45 | 1,257  27.93 | 33
Venezuela—~——==-1 594 | 19,172 3,444 91,520 26.57 2,730
Cther—————~———— 8 . 198 8 206; 25.75 6
' | T |
Total 2/--—- 4,113 133,046 19,570 | 633,484 32.37 16,340

[] | | | —
1/ The market price of the merchandise in the principal market place of the foreign

country at the time of exportation in terms of U.S. dollars and excludes inland
freight, ocean freight, and other charges incurred after the merchandise leaves the
principal market place. This market price is either the market price of the export to
the United States or the market price for domestic consumption, whichever is higher.
Certain unusually high prices are believed paid for iron ore for use in paints or for
research purposes.

2/ Data may not add to totals shown because of independent rounding.

Source: U.,S. Bureau of the Census.



Table 6. - U.S. consumption and stocks of iron ore and agglomerates
at consuming plants and production of pig iron
(Thousand long tons)

Consumption
Stocks
Year to date August 31
August
1981 1981 1980 1981 1980
Alabama, Kentucky, Tennessee,

Texas, Missouri-—————cee—e—- 638 5,901 6,182 2,873 2,269
California, Colorado, Utah—-- 499 4,599 4,777 554 612
Delaware, Maryland, West

Virginia-- 713 5,655 4,934 2,486 2,706
Illinois, Indiana-----—————-- 2,445 20,331 16,211 9,734 10,374
Michigan, Minnesota—~———————- 661 4,993 4,676 3,006 3,000
New York, Ohio, Pennsylvania,

New Jersey, Rhode Island--- 3,070 26,449 23,241 13,278 | 13,992

Total 1/ - 8,024 67,929 60,021 31,931 32,953

Stocks at U.S. receiving/transfer docks--—- 6,238 4,835

Consumption by process Pig iron produced
Year to date Year to date
August August

1981 1981 1980 1981 1981 1980
Blast furnaces—————————- 6,781 | 56,868 48,474 5,589 46,977 40,985
Steel furnaces-——-——-———— 31 249 365 - - -
Agglomerating plants 2/- 1,206 | 10,743 11,151 - - -
Miscellaneous 3/-—--——— 6 69 31 -= - -
Total 1/-————————- 8,024 67,929 60,021 5,589 46,977 40,985

1/ Data may not add to totals shown because of independent rounding.

2/ Iron ore and iron ore concentrates consumed in agglomerating plants not located at

the mine site.

3/ Sold to nonreporting companies or used for purposes not listed.

Source:

American Iron Ore Association.

American Iron and Steel Institute,



Table 7. - U.S. imports for consumption of iron ore, by customs districts

(Exclusive of ore containing 10% or more manganese)
(Thousand long tons)

Customs district

!
i

August 1981

i

i
i

Year to date

1981 | 1980
]
+
i
Baltimore-———--——m—-—m--m 697 3,065 l 3,526
Buffalo —_— 197 482 | 362
Charleston———=-——————————~ - - E -
Chicago——————————cmmmmme 857 ! 2,771 3 1,773
Cleveland-———=—=—mmmmm=mmm 588 bo3,272 : 2,505
Detroit--——————————m e - 106 [ 341 ! 280
HOUS £0n=—==——mm e mmm e 115 540 ! 708
los Angeles——————————aea-o : - - i 107
Mobile—-—~——m—mmmmmmeme ! 395 2,791 2,673
New Orleans————m——————veen 31 169 156
Philadelphia————=————a——un 1,079 5,705 3,898
Portland, Oreg.-—-——-————= - - -
Wilmington, N.C.—-———————— 39 317 197
4 T e — 9 117 155
Total 1/---——m—mmo—mmm 4,113 19,570 16,340

1/ Data may not add to totals shown because of independent rounding.
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Table 9.--Crude ore mined in the United States in 1980, by district

State, and mining method

(Thousand long tons and exclusive of ore containing 5% or more manganese)

Under- Total

District and State Open pit ground quantity

Lake Superior:
Michigan——-————-~—a——ceeeu—o 47,479 - 47,479
Minnesota——=———~—————————— 145,479 - 145,479
Wisconsin——~—=——ommoe—— 1,996 - 1,996
Total-—=———w—m e 194,954 -~ 194,954

Other States:

Utah-——j ——————————————————— 1,326 -~ 1,326
Cther 1/-—=-=——mmmm— 13,339 2,442 15,781
Total——————r——e 14,665 2,442 17,107
Grand total--—————emememo 209,619 2,442 212,061

1/ Includes California, Colorado, Missouri, Nevada, New York, Texas, and

Wyoming.

PRELIMINARY



Table 10.--Usable iron ore produced in the United States in 1980,
by district, State, and type of product
(Thousand long tons and exclusive of ore containing 5% or more manganese)

Average
Direct Iron
District and State shipping Agglom- Concen- content
ore erates trates (natural),
percent
lake Superior:
Michigan —_— W W - 63.8
Minnesota- ——— —_ 43,112 2,050 63.4
Wisconsin————-———-- —_— - 699 - 64.8
Total reportable-—~———-——- - 43,811 2,050 63.5
Cther States:
Utah——- ——————————— W - W 53.9
Other 1/ 2/ W W W 59.7
Total reportable-—-——————- - - - 59.0
Total withheld 1,189 20,940 1,623 --
Grand total 3/---——m———m=- 1,189 64,751 3,673 63.0

W Withheld to avoid disclosing company proprietary data; included with
"Total withheld."
}/ Includes California, Colorado, Missouri, Nevada, New Mexico, New York,
Texas and Wyoming.

2/ Includes byproduct ore. )
3/ Data may not add to totals shown because of independent rounding.

PRELIMINARY
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Table 13.--Iron ore consumed in producticn of agglomerates at

iron and steel plants in 1980, by State

(Thousand long tons)

Iron ore Agglomerates
State consumed 1/ produced
Alabama, Kentucky,
and Texas——~—————~————-—————oo 1,934 2,843
California, Colorado,
and Utah-—-——————————— 1,725 2,001
Ohio and West
Virginiga——~——-——-m—=nmemmmemr 1,011 1,882
Illinois, Indiana,
and Michigan—--—~—-sevee—en—— 3,417 7,556
Maryland, New York,
and Pennsylvania—-———~——————- 6,325 10,069
Total-—=————mm e o 14,412 24,351
1/ Includes domestic and foreign ores.
PRELIMINARY
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